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REPORT ON VIETNAM BY
SENATOR SYMINGTON

MMr. SYMINGTON. Mr, President, I
ask unanimous consent that a letier
writtenn to the chairman of the Armed.
Services Committee and the chairman!
ol the Foreign Rcelations Committee, on-
bolh of which committees I have the
honor to serve, with respect to my trip
to South Vietnam, be inserted in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the letter
was ordered to be printed in the Recorp,
as follows:

. Hon. Ricuarp B, RusselL,
Chairman, Commitice on Armed Sorvices
Honh. J, WiLLiAM FULBRIGHT, .
Chairman, Commitice on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C.

GeNTLEMEN: Attached Is a 122-page re-
port of my 10-day visit to South Vietnam, '
December 28-January 6 Inclusive. I was
accompanied by Lt. Col. Edward Peter, Army
Logislative Lialson, :

Also attnched is a statement made upon

y rcturn January 10; plus a statcment
about the Central Intelligence Agency made
on the floor January 14.

The table of contents summarizes the
places visited, including a visit to Thalland. .

In a previous visit the first part of De- '
cember, as & member of the Eugene Black
party incident to the signing of the Asian ..
Dcvelopment Bank agreement In Manila,
.I also went to Thalland, where I had two
additional days with the Ambassador, the
Central Intelligence pcople, and the mill-
tary, visiting various bascs Incident to the
functions of the latter.

On thls first trip I also visited Japan;:

- and in additlon, the Philippines, Guam :
(from which the current B-52 strikes origi--
nate) and Hawall, :

In the latter State I was bricfed by
CINCPAC; also spent a day watching the:
realistic and effective tratning of the 25th
Division in the mountains of Hawall. Part
of that division is now in Bouth Vietnam.'

Starting with Colonel Peter from Hawall,
we ngnin visited Japan, Korea, Okinawa,
Talwan, Hong Koug and the Unlted Arab-
Republic, A report on our visit to these
countries is nearly completed and well be
sent to you shortly. ’

In each country we discussed at length
the International aspects of our -current:
policies and programs with the U.S. Am-'
bassadors and/or Ministers, with the repre-
sentatives of the Central Intelllgence
Agency, and wlth the military; also with
members of the other government in
question. .

Then we declded to fly back, rather than'
have the sharp ecdges of our impressions
blurred by visits previously planned to Tur--
key, Naples, Germany, NATO in Paris, and
Great Britain, .

+ I am sending the attached report to the:
- Defense Department, asking that as much as
pos.ible be declassified for publication,

Becaure so0 much has already been spoken '

.'and written about our past, present, and pos- |

 sible future actions in South Vietnam, it was !

~ felt that a day-to-day account of our activi-"’
ties might he the better way to make a re- |
port. Certain conclusions based on our.
fAndings, however, are listed as follows:

Cooperation and understanding between .

+ the services Is excellent.

Representation of this Government by
Ambassador Lodge is of the highest caliber.
He 1s unlvereally respected by the BSouth
Vietnamese Government as well as by our,
own civilian and military leaders,

General Westmoreland is handling the .

military operations in the highest tradition . .

of the armed gervices. He also was & Wise
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choice, espeetally because of his intense in-
terest in the problems of the South Vietnam-
ese clvilians,

Morale in the military is high. Unless our
mission becomes more clear, however, this
might not continue at the same high level
anong lower echelons.

There are loglstic shortages, some serlous
Lt none critical; and there has been a
marked improvement in that condition dur-
ing recent wecks. The future of adequate
supplylng depends primarily upon (a) the
nbility to improve the unloading of ships at
the varlous ports and (b) the nature and
degree of the planned bulldup.

Once more, there 18 a clear demonstration
of thia vital Importance of air power. The
C--130 Is lterally priceless in a country with
practically no ratlroad capacity and so many
at least periodically interdicted roads. It is
difficult to visualize today how past military
operations were ever conducted without
liclicopters.

* Alr operations in South Vietnam in sup-
port of ground troops have been effectlve; in
fact, no one belleves the present operations

could have been conducted at all without -

this air power (neaval air strength and Army
alr strength are of course Included).

Alr operations against North Vletnam have
been relatively ineffective to the point where
these operations should not be resumed un-
less there s more target license; license to hit
such military targets as powerplants, oil

- stores, docks, and so forth.

The long coastline of Vietnam glves full
opportunity for utilization of our supecrior
~naval power. That superiority, however, l8
not being adequately utilized.

There should be programs to reduce, if
not ellminate, the sanctuary aspects of Laos
and Cambodia. Both countries are being
atilized by the Vietcong and North Vietna-
mese to transport men and equipment to
South Vietnam; and also as sanctuaries. In
both countries there are Communist head-
quarters.,

The current limited military operations
are very expensive and can only become
steadily more expensive, The United States
1s ecarrying this economie load . with little
assistance from any nation of the free world,
and no assistance from most. These other
countries should assume.more of this cost
in manpower and money.

Those who urge greater effort on the part
of this administration to attain peace at the
conference table—plus continued cessation
of milltary effort—gencrally acknowledge
that they are not sugpgesting the United
States withdraw from South Vietnam.

In a world telescoped in tlme and space
to. the polnt where “every country is now in
the next county,” one in which “spheres of
Influence” ia_now a relatively obsolete torm,
these statements promote an unwillingness
to negotinte, because others interpret In
them a weakening of the will of this Nation
to carry on the struggle.

If South Vietnam is not the right place
to defend the free world apalnst totalitarian
aggression, we should retire from that coun-
try on the best terms possible. This would
probably result in a- Communist takeover
of additional countries and would damage
seriously the world position and status of
the United States. That would be the price,
but it would not be catastrophliec.

If South Vietnam is the right place to de--

fend the free world ngalust totalliarian ag-
gression, however, then that fact should be
recognized in more practical fushion. We
cannot continue indefinitely tho plans and
programa incident to the current holding
operation. After 26 years of almost con-
tinuous war, the South Vietnamese have'lost
much of the best of their manhood. They
are tired and the glgantic ecost to us is also
very costly to them,

This eonilict constitutes the fourth time
in 20 years that the United States mccepted
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the splitting of the boundaries of & coun-
try; and then remained to bear most if not
all of the cost—billlons of dollars and hun-
dreds of thousands of people. Regardless of
the wisdom of those declsions, the effect on
our economy is inescapable.

In the current conilict we conscientiously
consider how our moves may affect the ac- '
tlons of the Red Chincse. At times it would
scem there ls undue preoccupation with this
question and it s falr to ask’ whether this
strengthens or weakens our capacity for decl-
If the latter is true, how much more
so will it be true when a few years hence
China becomes n nuclear power? :

The time is npproaching when we must de- .
cide—while the decision is still ours to =
make—whether we. will move forward or .
move out. Whichever course we choose, we .
must take 1t with courage, with skill, and
with realism. We must be equally realistic
about the consequences of avoiding this .
difficult cholce. - '

Sincetely, .

STUART SYMINGTON.

SYMINGTON PREPARING RErPOnT ON TRIP TO
VIETNAM AND PACIFIC AREAS

WASHINGTON, January 10—Senator STUART |
symMINGTON, Democrat, of Missouri, who re- -
turned to Washington last night following -
6 weeks in the Pacific area, including an
intensive 10 days in South Vietnam, started
working today on a report he will file with |
the Scnate Armed Services and Foreign Rela-
tlons Commlttees. He is a member of both
committees.

Commenting about his visit to Vietnam,
SYMINGTON sald: “Certaln conclusions stand
oiit—the high caliber and morale of our -
American representatives, civilian as well as
military; the magnificent cooperation be-
tween the services, Army, Navy, Alr Force,
and Marincs, plus the great respect they have
for each other; the improved cooperation and
understanding, at nll levels, under the lead- .
ership of General Ky and Ambassador Lodge, *
between the representatives of the Goyern-- -
ment of South Vietnam and our representa- -
tives.”

The Missourt Senator sald he planned to
withlhiold further comment on Vietnam until
completing his report for the committces.

Since Thanksglving, SYMINGTON has visited
foreign and U.S. officlals and military mis-
sions not only in South Vietnam but also in
Japan, Korea, Thailand, the Philippines, -
Okinawa, Taiwan and Hong Kong, Guam,
Hawall and Alaska. ) .

In Vietham, SYMINGTON'S Inquiry included -
numerous trips in the fleld. He met with
key commanders, combat troops, combat
support and service units and also visited
with U.8. eervicemen in the hospitals.
SsymingroN arrived in Salgen on Tuesday
morning, December 28, and left there Thurs-
day afternoon, January 6.

TiE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

During my recent trip abroad, I was af- |
forded the opportunity of looking over the
programs and activities of the Central In-
telligencé Agency in many countries. Prior
to departure, I recelved extensive briefings
from the Agency and during my trip talked
in detail with all Agency representatives in
the country in question, as has been my
custom in past years when visiting abroad.

All felt the latter's programs were fully
coordinated with United States poliecy of the
Apgency with every Ambassador. In every
case, no exception, the Ambassador expressed
his complete approval of the functioning of
the Agency. ) :
¢ I found no instances of any kind where
CIA activitics were uncontroiled, or con-
trary to United States policy. Indecd 1%
would appear difficult, if not impossible, for
such- uncontrolled activities to ocour. This
bellef is based on existing coordination pro-
cedures and policy directives stemming from
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plicable to field activities.

I have nlways been lmpressed, in my con-
tacts with the Apency, with the integrlty
and professional competence of 1ts represen=
tatives. Only twice, in over 10 years, have
T found anything to the contrary. DBased on
the present rules, I doubt If those cases of
cdieagreement could now e duplicated.

It is a pleasure, therefore, to present to
the Senale the fact that I agree with Sce-
retary Rusk who, in talking about CIA peo-
ple, stated: "There Is o goud deal of gallan-

~ try and a high degree of competence in
those who have to help us deal with that
poart of the strugpgle for freedom.”

The Central Intelligence Apency has a
dlficult, and ot thnes a very dangerous mls-
sion to perform. Not all men, or women,
of this or any other ngency, are perfect, and
it Is easy to erlticlze any group which can-
not defend itself because of the uature of
its work. Nevertheless it Is my considercd
Judgment that the American public should
be proud of this organization and its peo-
ple, & group who serve our country with un-
stinting devotion. .

In addition to this brief report, which of

. necessity must be general, I am also repori-
ing my findings and conclusions in more
detall to Chairman RusseLn and the Sub- ,

‘committee for the CIA of the Benate Armed

, Bervices Committee.

e ———

JAN 2 7 1366
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